A 


Preach'd on the 


EF A 9 4-W-4A I, 


AT. 


CLIFTON A 


 STAPFORDSHIRE, 


Febr. 6. 1756. 


' By R. WATKINS, M. A. 


8 


SERMON 


Printed and Sold by Jams FL Er CHER in the Turl, and 


J. Wals rox and B. Wu ITE in Fleet- Street, London. 
M DCC LYLE 


G : * 

2 — T OY — — 2 * — 

DI. © EE 5 SCARE eee I 
* SAP vs 3 a ET As A 


au 


\ 
1 
—— 3 
. 
* 
* 1 . 
\ 4 f 
by 6 * * - j * 
. 4 % £ 
Ks . 5 * 4 * * * . X ihe * * 
F £ . 
: i 4 o& 
4 hk . 
* , * * 


32 - 
— 
; 4 L ; O 
1 
- » a 8 «> „* ef — * > ht —— ren — * * * * 
: Et 
F 
Z - 
© . — 
* .\ + 
L A 
— mY 3 - . 
* * 
. - * 
* - 
of * % £ P © 4 
* md * 
- - * 
5 , « x. * 
. — £ - 4 $4 . . . 
o * # 
" of 


Marr. XXIV. 7, Ba. ag. 
ir. Marion Gal! 7 iſe againſt 1 tion. 8 
and Kingdom againſt Kingdom : And 
5 there ſhall be Famines, and Peſtilen- 
— ed and Earthquakes i in divers Places. 
Al. theſe are the Ry of S or. 


70Ws, 


-E hand in chis b Chapter a n and 
pathetic Deſcription „given by our 
Saviour to his Diſciples, of many 
VY extraordinary and calamitous E- 

vents, which ſhould happen between that Time, 
and the final Deſtruction of the Jewiſh City and 


Temple, together with an Allufion to the State 


of the World in future Times, until our Lord's 
ſecond coming to Judgment. What he more 

particularly warns his Diſciples of, are the Per- 
ſecutions they and their Followers muſt e 


in after Ages. They ſhall deliver you up to be af- : 


ficted; and ſhall kill you ; and ye ſhall be hated of . 


all Nations for my Name's Sake. And m any ſhall 


be offended, and ſhall betray one another, and bare 
one another : And becauſe Ini zquity ſhalt abound, 4 
the Lou 15 mam 1 _ i. e. many pro- 


feſſed 


FS 


felled Chriſtians, on Account of the great Cor- 


ruptions among Chriſtians themſelves, will grow 
timorous and lukewarm, relinquiſhing their for- 
mer Zeal for true Religion. 


This Point our Lord here principally enlarges | 


upon; that in after-ages Men might not be left 


ſurpris d, when they ſhould find the Prince of L 
Peace (according to his Prediction) came not to 


fend Peace, but a Sword. The great Deſign of his 


coming was Pcace and Charity, but the Event 
of it, through the Wickedneſs, the Pride, and 


Ambition of Men, was Hatred, Wars and Per- 


ſecutions. Our Lord, beſides this principal Aim 
of his Diſcourſe, intermixes ſome Intimations of 


other Events, particularly the Judgments which 


would befall unrighteous Nations. Te Dall 
hear of Wars and Rumors of Wars, fee that ye 


be not troubled: For Nation ſhall riſe againſt | 

Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom ; and 
there ſhall be Famines, and Peſiitences, and | 
Earthquakes in divers Places. Al theſe are the 


Beginning of Sorrows. 


This Prophecy of our Lond has, in each 
. been remarkably fulfilled! in our own |. 
Times. Nation has riſen againft Nation, ang 


Kingdom againſt Kingdom: The Sword has 


cut off thouſands and ten thouſands, and many 
fruitful Countries have been ravaged and laid 

waſte: Famine and Peſtilence have ſpread De- 
ſolation around them: And a neighbouring 


Kingdom has been lately viſited with.a dreadful 


Earthquake, their Capital City ſunk in Ruins, 
its Wealth and Beauty levelled to the . 
3 and 


13 
and many thouſand Inhabitants buried in Ruins, 
or conſumed by Fire; and many more reduced 


from an opulent and flouriſhing Eſtate, to the 


loweſt Diſtreſs ; their King himſelf ſharing | in 


the common Calamity. 


It is faid that Earthquakes are cauſed by a 


kindling of nitrous and ſulphureous Bodies, a- 
bounding in ſome Parts of the Earth, and cau- 


ſing an Exploſion: And that the fame Effects 


would follow, (that is, there would be Earth- 


quakes) in whatever Place the ſame Cauſes, with 
all the like Circumſtances, concurred to their 
Production. This, though a true Account, yet 
Wants a farther Explication, as leaving the great 
Queſtion behind, what is meant by Cauſes, or 
who is the prime Agent in producing thoſe Ef- 
fects, which in common Speech are aſcribed to 


inert Matter itſelf, as an efficient Cauſe. _ 
Perofane or ſuperficial Enquirers, in ſpeaking 


of Cauſes of Nature, the Courſe of Nature, and 
the like, ſeem to exclude all Conſideration of a 
5 ſupreme Agent, or intelligent Cauſe, directing 
S and actuating the Courſe of Nature. As if Na- 


ture, abſtracting from the God of Nature, were 


5 itſelf an intelligent and active Principle, or meant 

any thing elle than the Agency of God himſelf 

upon the Things he hath created. When we 
 fay, it is the Nature of ſulphureous Streams fer- 


menting with Minerals, to take Fire, and ex- 


pand themſelves to the ſhaking or rending of the 


Earth; in theſe and the like Accounts Nature 


18 only the Appointment of Almighty God, im- 


preſfin g 
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prefling ſuch Laws upon Matter of peculiar Qua- 
| lities, to produce ſuch Effects. 


For what End or Reaſon in particular God Z 


at any time appoints that Nations or Cities ſhall 


be afflicted or deſtroy d by Earthquakes, or any 


other Calamities, which are the Inſtruments of 


his Hand, or the Effect of his Laws in the 


Frame and Government of the World, it wou'd 
be great Preſumption to take upon us to judge 


or determine. His Providence may have various 


Ends in his Inflictions, or the Exertion of his 
Power, whether in Lightning, or Tempeſt, or 


Famine, or Peſtilence, or Earthquakes. Neither 
can we know the exact Deſerts or entire moral 

Character of any Man, much leſs of whole 

Communities, uon whom any of theſe Cala- 


mities fall. 


Me may ſuppoſe 1 has auch} in ge- 4 
neral without uncharitable Preſumption, „ 
Sin, which brought Death and Miſery firſt into 
the World, is the Cauſe of all Calamities; and 
that the Land mourneth (as the Prophet ſpeaks) | 


for the Wic kedneſs of them that dwell therein. Jer. 
12. To imagine that Providence can be uncon- 


cern'd in any of thoſe great Events, wherein the 


Fate of Kingdoms or whole Communities is in- 
volv'd, is irreconcileable with the many Paſſages 
of Scripture which ſpeak of the Providence of 


O 


Sod; and indeed with the e ee of his 
i being at all the wiſe and almig 
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ty Governour | 
of the World. For could it be 00 that he 
had from the Beginning, or the firſt Formation 
of Things, impreſs d ſuch Laws upon 1 + 
. 


ETy 
that they would of Courſe in any future Times, 
Without an immediate Interpoſition, produce 
ſuch Effects; yet is not all Nature under his 
Power, to ſuſpend, direct or alter thoſe Opera- 
tions of ſecond Cauſes, to fulfill his Will in the 
Puniſhment, Correction, or Blefling of my Peo- 
ple or Nation? 
The Protugueſe Nation is remark'd for many 
: Vices, thou gh in ſome Qualities they are Praiſe- 
worthy ; ; and ſome Inſtances of Piety and Vir- 
tue there are, without doubt, among them; 
yet, in general, Treachery and Revenge, Co- 
vetouſneſs and Uſury, Theft and frequent Mur- 
ders; and above all, moſt inhuman Cruelty, are 
the Character of that People. Of the /a/? their 
Priſons and Courts of Inquiſition (tho ſanctifi- 
ed with the Name of Zeal for the Faith) are a 


ſtanding and flagrant Inſtance. Theſe Cruelties : 


indeed are the Contrivance and Infliction of their 
Clergy. But they are beheld and approv'd, not 
only with unrelenting Hearts, but with Exulta- 
tion and ſavage Pleaſure, by the People, not cruel 
perhaps in their natural Temper, but trans- 
formed by a bloody and fiery Superſtition, having 
their Breaſts impregnated * with a helliſh Malice, 
infuſed by Them, who in Malice, Deceit and 
_ Cruelty, are the expreſs Reſemblance of that a- 
poſtate and accurſed Spirit, whoſe Delight is to 
deſtroy, and to bring others into the fame Con- 85 
demnation with himſelff. L 
Though we ſhould be cautious therefore of 
fixing a 3 Degree of Guilt and Wicked- 
nels, upon thoſe who were the greateſt Suffer- 
| ers 


[8] 


ers in the late Calamity, whoſe Perſons or Cha- 


racers we do not diſtinctly know ; or of ſuppo- 
ſing them to be Sinners above the reſt of that 
City or Nation, or above other Nations who 
have not ſeen the like Calamities; yet the natio- 


nal Wickedneſs upon the whole; ; and chiefly | 
the ſhocking Cruelties they inflict or approve, 
the moſt intenſe and lingering Torments that 
Malice could deviſe, or Nature undergo, will, 
I think, juſtify the Suppoſition that God may 


viſit ſuch a People with very ſevere and extraor- 


dinary Judgments, as a Terror and Warning to 


thoſe who are not utterly cut off, and as a juſt 


Puniſhment upon others who are hardened be- 


yond all Means of Recovery. 
The ſevereſt Judgments of God, as they re- 


ſpect this World only, are far leſs dreadful than = 
the Miſeries which Superſtition, or Cruelty, or 
Intereſt have taught Men to inflict upon their 


 Fellow-Creatures, for no other Crime than mere 


Difference of Opinion. It is far better then to 
fall into the Hand of God, than into the Hands 
Into the Hand of God — when his 
| Judgments are not final. For in the World to 


of Men. 


come, when he ſhall puniſh the wicked, in 


flaming Fire taking Vengeance of the ungodly, no 
Malice or Cruelty of Men, even of popith In- 
quiſitors, who can deſtroy only the Body, may 
compare with his Wrath, who can deſtroy both } 
Body and Soul in Hell, wh the Worm dieth 


not, and the Fire is not quenched, Luke 12. 4. 
Mark 9.44. 


How 5 


[9] 


How far a Belief, that the Cauſe of God i is 


promoted by an inhuman Treatment of Men of 


different Perſwaſions, will extenuate the Guilt 
of Perſecution, I cannot ſay. It is a leſs heinous 


Crime undoubtedly to commit great Cruelties or 


Murder in the Belief that they are acceptable to 
God, than to commit them without ſuch a Be- 


lief. But the moral Nature of Actions is not 
changed by Men's Opinions. And Murder or 


torturing Men, tho' with a Deſign to promote 


true Religion, inſtead of Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion, will be ſtill Murder and Cruelty by what- 
ever Name they are diſguiſed. Let an Inquiſi- 


tor ſtand forth and confeſs, whether at his firſt. 
Entrance upon the horrid Scene of the Holy . 
ce, as he blaſphemouſly calls it, Nature was 


not apt to riſe up againſt Superſtition, and 


cauſe ſome Relentings of Heart; unleſs his 
Heart was hardened before againſt every F celing | 


of Compaſſion. 


J have here put the Caſe of popiſh Perſecu- 


tion in the moſt favourable Light, by ſuppoſing 


that the Church of Rome, in their unparalleVd 
2 Cruelties to Proteſtants and others, may proceed 


upon a Notion of guarding and ſupporting the 


 Catholick Faith (as they term it) and doing Things - 


pleaſing to God. 
We have very juſt and ſtrong Grounds to be- 


live this 1s not the Caſe; and that the whole 
Contrivance of their unriehteous Tribunal, has 
nothing of Religion or rieht Faith at the Bot- 


tom; but is founded upon politic and worldly 


Views only, to ſupport their Ambition or Lux- 


B ury 


[1] 
ury by an Increaſe of Power, that they may 


lord it over God's Heritage, and enrich them- 
ſelves with the Spoils of Oppreſſion and Mur- 


der, * that they may be Placed alone in : Fe midſt of 


the Earth. 
The immoral Character of. many of the po- 


piſh Clergy, who are Judges or Lords of the 
Inquiſition, and the whole Proceſs of that ini- 


quitous Court ; the Treachery as well as Cruel- 
ty they make aſe of to extort Confeſſions ; and 

their groſs Hypocriſy in pretending Pity and 
Commiſeration, where the contrary is moſt no- 


torious — Theſe Things will ſtrongly juſtify the 
Imputation here laid upon them. | 


I would therefore intreat theſe Perſons, if 
| they have Ears to hear, if they have Minds not 
totally ſhut up againſt all reaſonable Remon- 


ſtrance, to allow themſelves a few ſhort Reflec- 
tions, whether they can juſti 


inhuman Treatment of others: Or, (if they be- 


lieve a Judgment to come) what Account they 
will be able to give hereafter at the Tribunal of 

Chriſt (before whom Kings and Potentates and 
Judges of the Earth muſt appear) for putting to 


the moſt extream and lingering Miſeries his 
faithful Servants; 


him, 8 his e Command. Matth. 
23. 10. 


iet. 3.3. b 1 f,. 


fy to Reaſon or 
Conſcience, to the Voice of Nature, or of God 
ſpeaking in his holy Oracles, their unparallel'd, 


5 who owning Chriſt for their 
ſole Lord, ſubmitted rather to all Kinds of Suf- | 
ferings, chan acknowledge other Lords than 


Tir" 


If Reaſon would be heard by theſe Men, I 


ould intreat them to conſider, whether the 
Methods they take to promote their Cauſe, (ſup- 


poſing it to be the Truth) could be effectual to 


that End. Outward Force they know, can ne- 
ver procure inward Conviction. And can mere 


Profeſſion of the Lips be pleaſing to God, who. 
requireth Truth in the inward Parts? This is ſo 
plain a Caſe, that the Advocates for Perſecu- 


tion can pretend only that great Sufferings may 
induce the Sufferers to be more willing to attend 


to Argument in order to Conviction, that they. 
may eſcape future Sufferings. But ſuppoſing 


this were poſſible, and that the Church of Rome 
had ſo much Reaſon on her Side, as could con- 
vince a ſerious Enquirer ; it is certainly much 
better and more pleaſing to God, that Men 
ſhould embrace the Truth from a free and un- 
conſtrained Enquiry, than be induc'd to it from 
the greateſt worldly Terrors. If a Man be 
wrought upon by Tortures or inſupportable 
Pains to wiſh or incline to ſee a Doctrine to be 
true, which he could not ſee before, ſuch a 
Motive to Aſſent or Conviction, ſhould it be 
real, would as certainly have brought him to 


quit Truth for Error, as Error for Truth. 


Truth requires only Light and Evidence for its 
Reception; whilſt Error or Impoſture can be 


ſupported only by Darkneſs, or the Tempta- : 


I tions and Terrors of this World, 


Suppoſe then that Pains or Tortures, could 


create a real Change of Perſwaſion, and that 


28 See Bp Raad 8 Sermon on Perſecution. Vol. 2. Serm. . 


1 on 


[ 22 ] 
on the. Side of Truth, yet Error itſelf joined 
with Sincerity, would be more valuable in the 
Sight of God, than Truth thus infus'd into the 
Mind by the Influence of worldly Terrors.“ But 
indeed they who deviſe theſe Terrors, appear 
not to have any Concern about Mens real Per- 
ſwaſions; but only to extort the ſame outward | 
Profeſſions from all, whatever be their inward | 
Thoughts. But to force Men by Extremity of 
Torments to a Profeſſion of what they cannot 
believe, is the higheſt Degree of Iniquity and | 
Injuſtice to their Souls, as well as Cruelty to 
their Bodies. And if Hypocriſy or Diſſimula- 
tion be a Sin before God, will not the Guilt of 
this Sin be doubly charged upon thoſe who drew 


others by inſupportable Pains into the Commit- 1 


ſion of it. So far indeed is Perſecution from in- 
clining any one to the Belief of any Point of 
2 Doctrine, which it is made uſe of to inforce, 
that it ſerves only to imbitter Men's Spirits a- 


gainſt thoſe that uſe 1 it, and to create an Averſe- | | 


neſs and Hatred to a Doctrine which ſtands in 

Need of ſuch Methods for its Support ; and to 
induce them more firmly to believe that ſuch a i 
f Religion cannot be of Gd. 1 
But if it can hardly be expected that Redo | 
or Argument will have any Weight with Men, | 
who have ſacrificed Reaſon to moſt corrupt Su- 


TT perſtition or worldly Intereſt, and have made 1 


the Scriptures bend to an uſurped and fallible 


Authority; may we not yet hope, that the 


Voice of God ſpeaking in loud Thunders, bis 
Power felt and een by the Earth's opening ber 
Mouth, 


b , oo oO 
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Mouth, his Wrath diſplayed by the Deſolatin 


of an opulent City, and the ſudden Deſtruction 
of many Thouſands, hurried out of the World 


by Ruins or by Fire — That theſe terrible Judg- 
ments may awaken thoſe that ſurvive to look up 
to the Hand that inflicted them; give them an 
awful Senſe of the Power, and the Majeſty of 
God: Who is a God of Mercy to all that are fit 
Objects of Mercy; but of Juſtice alſo to puniſh | 
the wicked, the unjuſt, the unmerciful. Who 


will aſſuredly avenge his own elect, (his ſincere 


and faithful Servants, ) the Voice of whoſe Blood 
and Tortures crieth unto him from the Ground. 
The wicked of every Denomination ; above all 
the mercileſs and cruel, who make the Name of 
God himſelf a Prelude and a Plea for the moſt 
ſhocking Barbarities, he will came with the 
Blat of the Breath of | his Diſpleaſure ; * and they © 
ill have their Part in the Lake which burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone; © the Lamb himſelf, 
our merciful and compaſſionate High Prieſt, pro- 
nouncing and approving their Sentence — * De- 
part ye curſed into everlaſting Fire. For he ſhall 


ME have Fudgment au 7hout Mercy, that hath Shewed 


no Mercy. 


If extreme and everlaſting Miſery will be the 
juſt Wages of great and incorrigible Sinners, the 

hotteſt Hell will undoubtedly be their Portion, 
Who, as far as Cruelty and Malice could deviſe, 
have introduced Hell upon Earth, infliting the 
moſt dreadful and lingering Torments by Racks 


a Pf 18. is. b Rev. 21.8. c Heb. 2. 17. d Matt. 
N gen . 5 = 


and 


[14 ] 


and by Fires upon innocent Men, and preſum- 
ing at the ſame Time to paſs Judgment of 


Condemnation againſt their Souls. 


If I have ſpoken of theſe Things with a De- 
gree of Vehemence and Indignation, the Occa- 
ſion, I think, will juſtify it. Sins of Ignorance, 
Infirmity or Surpriſe, or the Reſult of ſtrong 

Temptations, have a Claim to a milder Treat- 
ment, and. to be touched with a ſofter Hand. 
But atrocious Wickedneſs, or unparallel'd Cruel- 

ties, have no Shadow of a Plea, admit of no Ex- 
tenuation, and no Words can paint them in too 
ſtrong a Light. I muſt here remark that a very 


wide Diſtinction ought always to be made be- 


_ twixt the Guilt of thoſe who are made fierce 
and cruel againſt ſuppoſed Hereticks, from an 
_ erroneous Zeal, or blind Superſtition, being de- 
ceived, and held in Darkneſs by their Leaders, 
and the Guilt of thoſe who have Eyes but 
wWuoiͤll not ſee; who againſt their better Know- 
ledge, for worldly Profit and Domunion, torture 


and murder the innocent. 


Let us beſeech Almighty God that he would | 


open the Hearts of theſe Men, and give them an 


Heart of Fleſh; that by ſolemn and deep Re- 

pentance they may find Mercy of the Lord in 
the Day of his Viſitation, whoſe Mercy is infi- 

nite, and therefore will extend to the Pardon e- 


ven of ſuch Sinners, if they repent. 
The Uſe to be made of any publick Clan- 


ty, is to reform every one the Evil of his Life, 
that he may be delivered from preſent Miſery or 
: Deſtruction, or, at leaſt, may ſave his Soul 


from 


Tx]. 


| from Death everlaſting. This ee Doubt 


is the great Deſign of God in ſending his Judg- 
ments upon the Earth, to awaken thoughtleſs or 


hardned Sinners, and lead them to Repentance. 
The Power and Providence of God in his 
Government of the World, are ſufficiently de- 

clared by the. ſtanding Evidence of the Things 

that he hath made. The common Courſe of the 
World, Day and Night alternately ſucceeding, 
the regular Succeſſion of Seaſons, the Heavens 


and the Earth bear Witneſs of a ſupreme and 


all- perfect Cauſe, infinite in Wien, Power 


= and Goodneſs. 


But uncommon and ety Events a- 

| waken the Attention and Thoughts of Men, 
who attend not to the ordinary Courſe of Pro- 
vidence. When thy Judgments are in the Earth 
( ſſaith the Prophet) the Inhabitants of the World 
vill learn Righteouſneſs. II. 26. 9. This is the 
great Deſign, and the proper Effect of all tem- 


Poral Judgments. 


A continued Courſe of Paper tho' it : 
= ain our Thankfulneſs to God, and chearful 
Obedience to his Laws, yet has many Times a 
contrary Effect, withdrawing our Hearts from 


| God, and fixing them upon the World. 


For this Reaſon God ſees it fit ſometimes to 
change the Scene, and to bring Adverſity upon 
5 ſingle Perſons or Communities, as the Caſe may 
tequire: And when a Nation or City is grown 
very corrupt and wicked, to ſend among them 


ſome extraordinary Meſſenger of his Diſplea- 


ſure, as Famine or Peſtilence, Lightnings or 
Earth- 


[ 16 7 


Earthquakes. Fear being the ſtrongeſt Paſſion 
of our Nature, uſually makes the deepeſt and 
moſt laſting Impreſſion. Hence thoſe Judg- 
ments, which fall upon ourſelves or others in 
whom we are nearly concerned, are apt to work 


on us more effectually, than all the Inſtances of 


divine Goodneſs which we overlook. Let Fa- 


Dou be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
Righteouſneſs —— Nor behold the Majeſty of the 


Lord. Lord when thy Hand is lifted up they will | 
not fee, but they ſhall ſee and be aſhamed. II. 


and conveys them to their appointed Doom. 


When the Signal of approaching Death is gi- 


ven, either by an apparently fatal Diſeaſe, or 
Calamities armed with ſure Deſtruction; very 


few are ſo inſenſible as not to take the Alarm, 
and be under a juſt Concern what their lot ſhall 
be in that State whither they are going. Death 
indeed, whether near or more remote is to every {| 
Man equally certain; and after Death the Judg- 
ment, the final Allotment of all to Happineſs or 
| Miſery according to their Deeds. But in the 
midſt of Health and Profperity, that great E- 
vent (which it is always equally certain will 
come, and to us uncertain when it will come) 
is apt to vaniſh from our Remembrance, or to 
de conſidered as a Thing remote, and as little 
_ affets our Minds, or diſpoſes us to prepare for 
it, as if our Lives were in our own Hands, or 
were to continue for ever. To 


I) be laſt and greateſt of all temporal Judg- 
ments is Death, ſeeing that puts an End to all 
the Hopes of Sinners, who die in their Sins, 


5 % tal Fo 6 _ RR. Ho 22. 


JJ os a A000. T 


THY 


I To rouſe Men out of this Security, or un- 
thinking State, God is pleaſed ſometimes to 
ſend his Warnings upon the Earth, by ſevere, 


and ſometimes, final Judgments upon the Incor- 
rigible, that others by their Example may be 


moved to ſerious Conſideration, and to avoid 


thoſe Crimes which have brought down Judg- 


ments upon hardened Sinners, even 1% make a 


full End of them; that all Men may hear and 


fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly ; and by uni- 


verſal Amendment may be Objects of his Mer- 


cy, who will either fave the righteous in the 


midſt of a general Calamity, or will deliver their 


Souls hereafter. The wicked, whether they 


ſuffer or eſcape in this World, will be reſerved 
to the Judgment of the great Day; and ſhall 
drink of the Wrath of God, who hath no Pleaſure 
in Wickedneſs, neither is it Pali ble for Evil to 


dwell with him. 


All Judgments then on this fide Death, and 
that leave a Power of Reflection, are the Ef- 


fects of Mercy deſigned as Warnings and Awa- 
kenings to a ſinful and thoughtleſs World. And 


{ thoſe ſeverer Judgments whereby many are cut 
off, are ſtill merciful Admonitions to others, 
and, as it were louder Calls to Repentance. It 
18 true even theſe are ſometimes ineffectual: har- N 


dened Sinners are often Proof againſt all the Me- 
thods which Providence makes uſe of to reclaim 


them; they are neither to be ſubdued by Judg- 
ments, nor melted by Mercies. The 8 


which befall others, they perhaps uncharitably 


8 inſtead of being warned thereby to 
8 reform 
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reform themſelves : Not applying, as this | 


ought, our Lord's Reproof — Suppoſe ye that 


thoſe Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate mingled with 


their Sacrifices, were Sinners above all the Gal:- 


leans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things? I tell you, 


Nay; but except ye en ye Jon all likewiſe pe- 
iſh. 


lowing the Dictates of unprejudiced Reaſon. 


And while many Nations around us groan un- 
der the Violence of tyrannical and oppreſſive 
Power, we have the ineſtimable Bleſſing of a 

7 _ and legal Government under a Prince who 

is poſſeſſed of thoſe Virtues which entitle him to 


the Aﬀection of his People ; having in all his 


Conduct a facred Regard to the Rules of Honour 
and Juſtice; and whoſe Name is truly celebra- 
ted for Humanity and ö Nn this 


The Application of the whole: is to ourſelves, 
and this Nation in particular; For whoſe Admo- 
nition the Afflictions of neighbouring Kingdoms 
are, without doubt, intended: And they are Ex- 

amples unto us, upon whom the Ends of the World 
are come; who enjoy the Light of the uncor- 
rupted Goſpel, which is God's laſt Diſpenſation 
to the World. What Nation upon Earth has 
had a larger Indulgence of the divine Mercies, 
than this? We have long enjoyed the unre- 

_ ſtrained Uſe of our Reaſon, and the authentic | 
Revelation of the divine Will; while in other 
Nations, that are yet called Chriſtian, the People 
are precluded the Uſe of both, or lie under the 
greateſt Diſcouragements either of reading the 
Scriptures to learn the Will of God, or of fol- 


9 1 


Virtue, we know, a peculiar Streſs is laid by 
our divine Lawgiver, Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain Mercy. Matth. 5. This Tri- 
bute of Praiſe may with great Sincerity be of- 
fered; and is very proper to be called to your 
Minds, when we are conſidering the State of 
thoſe Nations where religious as well as civil Ty- 
ranny is erected, in notorious Violation of all 
Laws both of Juſtice and Humanity. 
But under all theſe Bleſſings, and Advantages 
of being better Men, and better Chriſtians than 
others, who fit in Darkneſs, or are held in a 
blind and laviſh Superſtition ; ſad Experience 
ſpeaks too loud to be difſembled, that evil Men 
abound among us, and that the Faith as well as 


Practice of the Goſpel, is diminiſhing in the 5 


Land. Though the Goſpel contains a Doctrine 


| worthy of God, and Rules moſt conducive to 


the Happineſs of Men; and aſſures the Hopes 


of penitent Sinners, far above what Nature cou'd = 
_ aſſure them; yet T, his is treated with a Scorn 
and Malevolence, as if it meant the Injury, not 
the Benefit of Mankind, and were beſides deſti- 
tute of all rational Evidence. Whereas we may 


challenge any one to produce any ancient Hiſto- 


ry (of whoſe Truth or Authority they generally = 
make no doubt at all) that has half the Marks 
of Credibility. It would become every Man, firſt 


to examine impartially the entire Evidence of 


Revelation, before he preſumed to reject it him- 


ſelf, or to take Pains to make Proſelytes to Infi- 
_ 
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lamity were idolatrous or cruel, may not God vi- 


fit us with the like or other Afflictions for Im- 


piety and corrupt Infidelity? 


And what are Fraud and Injuſtice, profane | 


Oaths, Breach of ſolemn Vows, Debauchery, 
Luxury, extravagant Gaming even to the Con- 


| ſumption of Eſtates and the Ruin of Families — 
What are all theſe but groſs Impieties, con- 


demn'd by all ſober Heathens, being plain Vio- 


| lations of the Law of Nature, and the unalter- 
able Rule of Right? And is not a religious Ob- 
ſervation of a Plated Day a moſt reaſonable Duty 
in itſelf, and incumbent upon every Man as a 
Member of Society, and who owes Obedience 
to the Laws of his Country, when they are 
conſiſtent with the Laws of God? Notorious 
Profanation therefore of that Day (which among 
Clhbriſtians is the Lord's Day) is a manifeſt Vio- |} 
lation of juſt Obedience due to the Law of the 


If thoſe that ſuffered in the late dreadful Ca- 


Land, tho' the Obſervation of it had not been 1 


enjoined by an expreſs Law from Heaven. 


Mere theſe Vices confined to the lower Ranks T 
of Men, our Proſpect might be more hopeful. „ 
But if they are found in higher Stations, is there 

not Countenance, and a Kind of Sanction given 

do Vice? Are not high Birth, liberal Education, 8 

great Abilities, Riches and Power, ſo many ad- 
ditional Obligations upon Men to be Patterns of 
all Virtue, that their Light ſhining out to the. -- 

World, may guide and excite others to do like- 
wiſe? Inſtead of this, ſome that are entruſted 
with the Welfare of the publick, and in paſſing 


Laws 


[ 21] 
| Laws for the Suppreflion of ** have 
been the firſt perhaps in breaking thoſe Laws; 
while lower Criminals, encouraged to think 
light of the Law by the Example of their Law- 
makers, may ſuffer the Penalty of the Law. 
There is ſomewhere a Fault alſo in deviſing 
Laws, (whatever Evils they were meant to re- 
dreſs) that are inconſiſtent with the common 
Rights of Men and of Chriſtians; and which 
enact that a ſolemn Vow and Covenant, where 
there is a Capacity and a Right of making fuch --- 
a Vow, ſhall be of no Avail, as far as human 
- Diſcouragements can well make Ren 
If we were a righteous People, the Calami- 


ties of our Neighbours, would indeed excite 


our Compaſſion, and draw out our Relief; but 1 
they need not alarm our Fears. We might — 
curely truſt that, in all Events, God would be 


on our Side that in Famine he would redeem us 


from Death, and in War from the Power of the 


1 7 _— And why ſhould we be greatly diſmay- 


though the whole Earth ſhould tremble, 


5 2 be We and the Mountains carried into 


the Midſt of the Sea? For though good Men 


may be involved in a general Ruin, or taken out 


of the World before Decays of Nature diſmiſſed 


them; yet what is a ſudden or early Fate to - 


thoſe who. are tranſlated from a troubleſome 
World to a Land of everlaſting Reſt ; from a 


ſtormy and tempeſtuous State to a Haven of e- 
ternal Calm and Tranquillity? 


But if our Caſe be otherwiſe, and we are, the 
= greater Part, vicious and corrupt, we haye cauſe 
0 
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to fear, to fear the Judgments of God in this 
World, and his far heavier Judgments in the 


World to come. 


There ĩs one only Remedy remains, which is 
univerſal Reformation; to put away every one, 


the accurſed Thing, which Conſcience, with due 


Reflection, will ſet before him; and to turn to 
God with ſincere Repentance. For whether he 


pleaſe to viſit us with Earthquakes, or to ſend 


Pamine or Peſtilence, or the Sword among us; 15 


or whether he may lengthen our Tranquillity, 


and let ws die the common Death of all Men; he 
is ſtill the juſt Governor and Judge of the 


World; and all impenitent Sinners, without 


Diſtinction of Nations or of Perſons, tho they | 
eſcape at preſent, and come in no misfortune | 


like other Men, but flow in Plenty and Proſpe- 


5 rity, will be puniſb d with everlaſting Deſtruction, } 
in the Day when the Lord Te ſus foal be reveal 4 


ATW Heaven. 


But beſide the Evils inflicted by the Hand « 4 
15 Providence, there are Miſeries in this Life, that 
mult deter every one, who profeſſes or regards | 
the Reform'd Religion, from living in any re- 
ſpect unworthy of his Profeſſion, and that boly 
Name by which he is called. For by this he for- 


feits the divine Protection, and provokes the Al- 


mighty to deliver him up into the Hands of his 
Enemies; who have long aſpir'd, by all the 


Methods of Force and Perfidiouſneſs, to ſubject 


the Nations around them to a deſpotick Sway, 


and to bring under their Souls as well as Bodies 


to a Lavilh ee = 
: We 
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We reflect with Concern and Horror upon 

thoſe Calamities which lately befel a Neighbour- 
ing Kingdom, and which in ſome Degree have 
been experienc'd by ourſelves. But theſe per- 
haps are the Beginnings only of Sorrows ; and 
though inflicted by Him who has Power to 
make us miſerable beyond any Limits of Time 
or Degrees, are yet light Afflictions compar'd 

with thoſe Miſeries which Idolaters, and Popiſh 
Inquiſitors in particular, have inflicted with a 


Malice and 9 too full of Horror to be de- 
ſcrib d. 


The preſent Attempts . our common Ene- e 
my ſhould they ever ſucceed, may bring even _ 


theſe Miſeries upon us; at leaſt we cou d never 


be Secure, under a Popiſh and Arbitrary Power, yo 


| from TR Cruelty. and . 


5 Fr rom which, and all other his 8 | 
God of his Mercy deliver us, thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; 


4nd grant we may know the Things which belong 


to our + Peace, Oy "" be hid . our Eyes. 


** 


ay 
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